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abolition of the system. Both these societies are
warmly supported by the local Press, and promi-
nent Chinese and British merchants are included
on their committees. But there appears to be no
ground for thinking that the evil is diminishing.
Mr. Churchill's announcement in 1922 that the
Colonial Office authorities, both in Whitehall and
in Hong Kong, were determined to abolish the
system of Mui Tsai, was followed by the enact-
ment in Hong Kong of the " Female Domestic
Service Ordinance " of 1923. The Ordinance was
divided into four parts, though, as we shall see,
Part III. has never been put into force. Part I, con-
tained a declaratory clause to the following effect:
" Whereas certain persons have erroneously supposed
that the payment of money to the parent or guardian or
employer of a female child, such payment purporting
to be in return for the transfer of certain parental rights,
may confer certain rights of property in the child and
certain rights of retaining possession, custody and control
of the child as against the child's parerit or guardian,
and as against the child herself, it is hereby declared
and enacted that no such payment can confer any such
rights whatsoever upon the person making such payment
or upon any other person."
This, therefore, amounts to a statutory assertion
that these children are not, in the eye of the law,
slaves. It is, of course, impossible that the law
should regard them as such, for Hong Kong is a
British Colony, and slavery has been in law impos-